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on what are now only a few pages. I have had to modify, to prune, to content myself often with stating subordinate facts, not proving them.
I say this that the reader may not think that because, for instance, I condense what I have to say about philosophy into a page or two ; because when I say angels are only a figure of speech for thought, I simply state the fact ; because I do not fully explain the origin of the degrading practice of circumcision and its effect in deranging the nervous system ; because in the account of the crucifixion I do not in the text enter into a full account of the innumerable known cases of insensibility simulating death, therefore I have not worked out these matters, and even very often written them out in complete detail. 'I have done so. I have taken nothing for granted, nor scamped anything. When necessary I have added appendices, but even this I have done as rarely as possible. That the reader may comprehend the central thought, I have had to reduce all minor matters to the smallest compass. The trees must not obstruct the sight of the wood. That must first be understood. Later perhaps I will elaborate all these details in another book.
Again, I might have quoted indefinitely in defence of my various propositions from innumerable writers. For instance, for what I say about thought being not reason but sight, I might have referred to Locke ;
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